Open Access
Original paper

Budownictwo i Architektura — Civil and Architectural Engineering 24(4) (2025) 25001

https://doi.org/10.35784/bud-arch.6783

Towards an exploratory approach to residential choices and social representations of domestic
architecture. Case study: the town of EI Eulma (north-central Algeria)

Imane Zaidi"®, Hassib Rehailia?

! Department of Architecture; Faculty of Earth sciences; University of Badji Mokhtar; 12 P.O. Box, 23000 Annaba, Algeria;

imene.zaidi@univ-annaba.dz

2 Department of architecture; Faculty of Earth Sciences; University of Badji Mokhtar; 12 P.O. Box, 23000 Annaba, Algeria;

rehailia.hassib@univ-annaba.dz

* Corresponding Author

Received: 01.11.2024; Revised: 31.10.2025; Accepted: 12.11.2025; Available online: 16.12.2025
License: CC-BY 4.0; 2025 Budownictwo i Architektura — Civil and Architectural Engineering

Abstract:

This study investigates the factors influencing residential preferences for detached houses in North-Central Algeria, as well as the associated
social and architectural representations, in order to forecast future housing developments and impose structure on the disorder arising from the
proliferation of this model nationwide. The research also examines the conceptual representations and idealized frameworks of this architectural
production through a qualitative methodology utilizing a semi-structured questionnaire survey conducted with its creators. NVivo text analysis
software was employed to reconstruct recurring themes in residents’ discourse, and word clouds were produced. The analysis results reveal that
residential decisions are shaped by both rational and emotional factors — most notably by economic status — and by a “residential imaginary”
characterized by frustration and perseverance. These findings highlight the complex interplay between socioeconomic realities and subjective

aspirations in shaping housing preferences in North-Central Algeria.
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1. Introduction

The house serves as “a material, social and mental metaphor”
[1] for societies, rendering it an essential instrument for
comprehending their identity and operational dynamics. The
house is constructed and utilized in accordance with the societal
and ideal standards that inform the representations of the
community that creates and employs it [2]. It serves as the pivotal
component of our socialization, a crucial locus in the spatial,
social organization, and its interaction with habitats, where
familial and social group dynamics are negotiated, contested, and
transformed. This location serves as the locus where social
identity markers solidify [3], possess a crucial symbolic
significance, and unveil the essence of its inhabitants. Henri
Raymond’s work, “L’habitat pavillonnaire” (suburban housing)
[4], has emerged as a seminal reference in urban sociology,
introducing novel perspectives on domestic space and
reestablishing significance for the inhabitant that transcends
basic biological functions, a dimension overlooked by modern
architecture.

The single-family home transcends its role as merely a
residence or a commodity. Every residence, be it a rural
farmhouse, a villa, or a standalone house in a development,
embodies a yearning for individuality, the aspiration to craft a
personal creation, and the intention to produce a work of [5].
Residential choices are influenced by the interplay of various
factors, each with differing degrees of significance. The latter
manifests in various forms contingent upon each individual’s
financial resources and cultural context, rendering the prevalence
of specific variables relative to the societies examined and the
time frame considered [6]. An analysis of these factors is

expected to yield pertinent information regarding the identity of
societies in relation to domestic architecture production.

Jean Claude Abric [7] argued that social representations
function as interpretative filters for the represented objects,
including both the product and the process of its creation. Abric,
[8] posits that representation serves as both the product and the
process of cognition, enabling an individual or group to
reconstruct encountered reality and attribute specific meaning to
it. This leads to a genuine formation or alteration of reality,
fundamentally based on individual attitudes and communal
values [9]. asserted that it is pertinent to investigate social
representations when attempting to understand the meanings
individuals attribute to particular aspects of their environment.

Building upon this theoretical foundation, recent studies on
contemporary urbanization and spatial identity [10,11] highlight
that rapid urban transformations reshape not only the physical
environment but also the symbolic and social meanings attached
to place. This perspective aligns closely with the theory of social
representations [12,13], which explains how collective
perceptions and shared meanings are constructed around spatial
and architectural forms.

In the realm of residential architecture, these representations
manifest through the ways inhabitants interpret, value, and
reproduce spatial models — linking built form with identity

construction.  Urbanization  processes influence these
representations by  transforming  spatial  references
(neighbourhoods, materials, typologies), while residents

reinterpret these changes through their social imaginaries and
cultural memory. Consequently, examining residential choices
through the lens of social representations provides insight into
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how individuals symbolically negotiate the effects of
urbanization on their dwelling environments.

This connection further resonates with recent works
emphasizing the relational nature of identity, architecture, and
everyday space [10,14].

From this theoretical and urban perspective, the meaning of
home also evolves in relation to broader societal transformations.
In the late 20th century, homeownership became entrenched in a
wider societal project that sought to transform the economy and
increase social inclusion [15]. Houmont [16] indicated that the
predominant preference is for single-family residences over
collective housing, satisfying a portion of the population’s needs,
yet individual housing continues to be the aspiration.

This architectural production experienced remarkable
growth in Algerian cities from the 1990s, following the
enactment of Law 90/25 on land orientation, which facilitated
access to private property, and Law 90/29 on urban planning and
development, which established the criteria for the right to
construct and subdivide [17]. Consequently, the surge in
commercial activities stemming from market liberalization,
along with the substantial accumulation of goods that followed,
manifested in urban environments and facilitated their
transformation.

This mutation has resulted in subdivisions as a manifestation
of urban expansion nationally, termed a “subdivision boom” by
urban planners [18]. This form of housing is increasingly
surpassing collective housing, although the latter continues to
dominate in urban regions.

This study deals with domestic architectural production in
Algeria, its stylistic and cultural references, and the social
representations that derive from it. It focuses on the individual
residence as an expression of identity and a mode of architectural
creation from the 1990s onwards, when El Eulma became an
emblematic site of transnational trade [19].

This fast-growing urban agglomeration shows an evolution
in architectural typologies marked by a significant
personalization of decor, creating a morphological diversity that
reflects the financial capabilities of land buyers [20]. However,
this borrowed architecture does not represent the identity of the
society that produced it, and leads to heterogeneity in the urban
landscape [21]. The proliferation of varied architectural models,
at odds with the historical heritage, highlights a break in
continuity.

A qualitative approach utilizing content analysis was
conducted to elucidate the determinants and cognitive processes
that have influenced this mode of built environment production,
as well as to identify the representations associated with
individual home architectural choices.

This study delineates its guiding objectives and research
questions in order to establish a coherent analytical framework
for understanding the investigation. The objectives are
summarized as follows:

To identify the key factors that shape the interpretation of the
architectural milieu, reinforce group cohesion and collective
identity, and ultimately enable the reinvention of modified
architectural typologies as a prospective vision for the future,
while informing conceptual and design decisions.

Accordingly, the research seeks to address the following
central question: What socio-cultural and cognitive factors have
influenced the construction and perception of individual
residences in El Eulma, and in what ways do these
representations contribute to shaping the future trajectory of
housing design in Algeria?

1.1. Study area presentation

El Eulma is the second-largest town in the wilaya of Sétif by
both area and population. Located in the Setif highlands along
Route Nationale N°05, the town is 25 km east of Sétif and 100
km west of Constantine (Fig. 1). EI-Eulma is the second-largest
economic center in the wilaya and is significantly influenced by
a major city.

Location of SETIF city Algeria

Fig. 1. Geographical location of the study area. Source: own study

Its geographic location and economic and demographic
significance render it a center for inter-municipal collaboration.
The town’s urban transformation was expedited due to its
thriving commercial activity and the migration of the rural
populace during the black decade. Individual housing constituted
a fundamental element of urban space, shaping, structuring, and
organizing it. This fundamental urban function conveys
information regarding the town’s socio-spatial and economic
structure.
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Currently, this housing stock constitutes 73.22% of the total
housing inventory in the city of El Eulma [22], distributed across
80 locations, encompassing various types, including social
housing developments, promotional housing projects, and private
housing estates. For our survey, we selected a representative and
selective sample based on three objective criteria: the period of
allotment creation, the method of creation, and the residential
nature of the allotment.

Allotments with significant commercial concentration were
omitted from the study “due to their loss of residential character”
[19]. The chosen allotments embody a synthesis of these three
criteria, and three allotments were retained: Boukhabla
allotment, Houari Boumediene allotment, and Thabet Bouzid
allotment (Fig. 2).

2. Materials and methods

In recent years, many studies have looked at the single-
family home and its social representations from a number of
angles. The study by Bourdieu [23,24], Pierre Pingon and
Pingon-Charlot [25], analyze the dynamics of distinction, social
domination and the reproduction of inequalities, adapting a
qualitative approach. Other studies are based on social
orientations and ownership aspirations Forét and Hirayama [26],
Conley and Gifford [27], Kurz and Blossfeld [28], were taken
into consideration when making methodological choices.

The research is based on a comprehensive qualitative
approach to elucidate the factors influencing residential choices
and the perceptions surrounding them. According to Blanchet
and Gotman [29], “the interview is the tool of choice for the
exploratory phase of a survey insofar as [...] it is itself an
exploratory process”. To access the content of social
representations, Moliner et al. [30], considered that “one of the
major sources of information on the social representations of a
community remains the discourse of the individuals who make it
up”. To acquire qualitative data, we employed a semi-structured
interview.

This method was selected to liberate the interviewees’
discourse, maximize data extraction, and provide them with
autonomy. The semi-structured interview primarily identifies the
factors influencing residential choices and the structural
components of social representations, specifically their central
core [8].

2.1. Corpus

This exploratory study comprised a restricted number of
interviewees, with the objective of encompassing typical
scenarios [31] that could illustrate the diversity of architectural
selections and their associated representations.

The participants were selected purposively according to the
architectural typologies identified in the study area (Fig. 3), based
on a pre-established typological classification that yielded four
distinct types. Each typology was represented by several
participants. The selection process was guided by the
participants’ direct experience with residential dynamics in the
city of ElI Eulma, ensuring the relevance of the perspectives
collected in relation to the research objectives. The survey was
conducted in French and Arabic with 35 heads of households
across the intervention sites and the four typologies (Table 1).

Although the study was not intended to achieve statistical
representativeness, the sample size was considered sufficient for
an exploratory qualitative design. The sample encompassed a
range of socio-economic categories and dwelling types, allowing
for adequate diversity of discourses. Data collection continued

until thematic saturation was observed —when no new significant
insights or codes emerged from additional interviews [32,33].
This ensured that the sample adequately captured the diversity of
sociocultural contexts and architectural expressions relevant to
the research objectives.

Table 1. Distribution of respondents according to architectural
typologies and intervention allotments. Source: own study

Typology Intervention allotments Number of

architectural g, khabla Houari Thabet respondents
Boumediene bouzid

Family home 4 4 6 10

Current house 3 5 2 10

Urban palace 3 3 2 8

(Singular)

Modern villa 2 3 2 7

Total 35

Fig. 3. Overview of the architectural typologies in the study area.
Source: own study

2.2. Interview guide and survey execution

This study employed a qualitative approach based on semi-
structured interviews with residents of individual houses in El
Eulma. A purposive sampling strategy was adopted to ensure
diversity in socioeconomic status, educational background, and
residential location, thereby providing a comprehensive
understanding of the sociocultural and cognitive factors shaping
architectural choices. This methodological decision aimed to
capture a heterogeneous yet representative sample of actors
involved in domestic architectural production.

To ensure the coherence and depth of the interviews, a
structured interview guide was developed to direct participants
toward key themes identified as priorities for the research. The
guide was organized into two main sections encompassing Six
thematic areas. The first section explored the determinants of
residential choice through three themes: (1) interviewee
biography, (2) the residential project, and (3) project
implementation. The second section aimed to reconstruct the
representations  associated with  single-family  housing,
addressing three additional themes: (4) design intentions, (5)
symbolic values of the home, and (6) representations of the
exterior appearance.

The interviews were conducted separately with heads of
households and executed in three successive phases. First, the
objectives and significance of the survey were clearly explained
to participants. Second, each respondent completed a short
questionnaire designed to collect contextual data such as age,
occupation, educational level, household composition, and
previous housing experience. Finally, participants were
encouraged to elaborate freely, while follow-up questions were
introduced to clarify or deepen certain responses in accordance
with the thematic guide. The questions were asked as originally
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formulated or reformulated when necessary to enhance clarity
and understanding.

All interviews were conducted in the local dialect, then fully
translated and transcribed for analytical purposes — a process that
initially presented challenges due to linguistic nuances and
idiomatic expressions.

2.3. Qualitative analysis methodology supported by NVivo
2.3.1. Nvivo-supported text analysis: an aid to interpretation

NVivo is a content analysis tool that facilitates the qualitative
examination of a research corpus. It allows for the coordination,
management, and analysis of research data while improving their
interpretability. This software significantly reduces analysis
time, especially when compared to manual coding of a corpus.
Above all, it provides interpretative support, allowing for more
accurate identification and representation of central themes in
participants' discourse. As previous researchers have stated, "the
responsibility of generating meaning lies with the researcher,
significantly aided by the adaptability and accuracy of the
instruments used" [34].

For this study, NVivo version Pf 1.0 was used to organize
and structure the corpus of interviews, thereby optimizing its
utilization, interpretation, and the production of analytical
outputs. The software facilitated the generation of word clouds
(initially created in French and translated into English) that
visually represent the frequency and prominence of terms
through variations in color and size. The stages of the analytical
process are summarized in Fig. 4.

2.3.2. Data analysis and coding procedure

e Data Collection

Data were collected through semi-structured interviews
conducted with owners of single-family houses: The interview
guide was organized around six main thematic axes:
Interviewee’s biographical background; Residential project
initiation; Project implementation; Design intentions; Symbolic
values of the house; Representations of the exterior appearance.

This semi-directive approach allowed participants to express
their perceptions, motivations,
regarding their residential environments.

o Data Preparation and Import

All interviews were fully transcribed and imported into
NVivo 12 for qualitative analysis. Each transcript was treated as
a distinct source, which facilitated cross-case comparison and
ensured accurate
throughout the analytical process.

e Coding Strategy

The coding process followed an inductive, reference-based
approach. Two successive stages of coding were implemented:

Open Coding: Transcripts were reviewed line by line to
identify recurring ideas, keywords, and representative
expressions without imposing predefined categories.

Axial Coding: Conceptual relationships were established
among initial codes. Related ideas were grouped into broader
conceptual categories, resulting in a coherent analytical
framework connecting empirical data to theoretical
interpretation. Each meaningful textual segment (reference) was
linked to a thematic node, allowing for a structured hierarchy of
codes, sub-codes, and categories within NVivo.

e Thematic Coding Framework

Through this iterative process, five major thematic
categories were identified. Each category contains inductively
derived sub-codes and is illustrated below with sample
participant statements.

Following the open and axial coding phases, a structured
thematic framework was developed to synthesize the principal
dimensions emerging from participants’ narratives.

The analysis, supported by NVivo 12, allowed the
identification of five overarching thematic categories, each
encompassing several sub-codes that reflect specific aspects of
homeowners’ residential experiences.

Table 2 summarizes the resulting coding scheme, presenting
the hierarchical organization of themes, corresponding sub-
codes, and illustrative quotations that exemplify participants’
perspectives.

As shown in Table 2, the thematic coding scheme captures
both the material and symbolic dimensions of the residential
experience, ranging from economic and practical constraints to
identity expression and built environment perceptions.

This structured framework served as the analytical
foundation for interpreting homeowners’ discourses, enabling
the integration of individual narratives into broader sociocultural
and spatial patterns.

The combination of reference-based coding and NVivo-
generated outputs (such as word frequency clouds) enhanced the
transparency and traceability of the analytical process, ensuring
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Table 2. Thematic categories and coding structure. Source: own study

Main Category Sub-Codes / Nodes

Example of Reference (translated)

Residential project
motivations

Work proximity, family
challenges long-term

“The idea for this house emerged when I rented a shop in El Eulma to work... After
a few years of work, | decided to build a house to stay close to my workplace... To

investment afford it, | saved a lot, and it was impossible for me to live in an apartment within a
collective building.... In any case, the house represents a real investment in every
sense.”

Economic factors of Trade activity The residential project began when | founded my business, and once we started

residential choices Economic influence

making significant profits, | immediately thought about building a single-family

house ....it was through my business that I was able to build my house, which itself
represents an investment...

Design Process and
Aesthetic Choices

Self-construction, material
choices, Inspiration,
Aesthetic imitation

Role of the architect

« The plan was drawn up by an architect, but then we made a lot of changes. I took
inspiration from the houses of some family members, and we also took photos to
show the builders... »

Symbolic and Identity
Dimensions

Symbolic meaning, social
meaning, identity expression

“For me, a house is a source of security, a private space where you are far from all
kinds of problems, especially when you live in a community...”.

Perception of the Built
Environment

Aesthetic perception,
decorative contribution,
functional-aesthetic elements

« The exterior represents the owner's image.... It’s no longer just for appearances,
but rather for you too... The materials I used are my favourites, they represent
luxury to me, mainly the tiled roof because not everyone can afford it... ».

e Word Cloud Generation

To visualize lexical prominence within the dataset, NVivo’s
Word Cloud tool was employed. The visualization parameters
were configured to include only words of three, four, and five
characters, excluding non-analytical function words (e.g., “the”,
“and”, “of”).

The resulting word clouds (generated first in French, then
translated into English) highlight dominant terms such as house,
family, identity, project, and space, reflecting the conceptual
density of participants’ discourse.

This graphical synthesis complements the coding analysis by
revealing the most frequently evoked notions and their relative
salience.

¢ Validation and Interpretation

The analytical process was iterative and reflexive. Cross-
verification between textual data, coded references, and NVivo
visual outputs (word clouds, node hierarchies) ensured
transparency, consistency, and reliability of the results.

This triangulation of methods strengthened the internal
validity of the findings and supported a nuanced interpretation of
homeowners’ symbolic and practical relationships to their living
environments.

3. Result and discussion

The findings delineated herein encompass the themes
outlined in the interview guide. The analysis and interpretation
of the discourse generated by the interviewees is conducted
through thematic explorations, identifying the connections
between residential choices and their social representations.

3.1. Towards a better understanding of the determinants of
residential choices

The selection of a residence is a significant event in an
individual’s life, influenced by a blend of rational and emotional
considerations. This is intricately connected to the economic
circumstances and the funding of this decision, along with
familial conditions and affiliation with a social group or class.

The following subsections highlight the factors influencing
families’ residential choices.

3.1.1. The economic factor: a fundamental key

The examination of the word cloud underscores specific
recurring themes, typically linked to the house as a project,
thereby revealing several core themes. (Fig. 5)

The word cloud emphasizes the primary factors affecting
the selection of a single-family residence, with the economic
factor prevailing in importance
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Fig. 5. Word cloud of the main factors influencing the choice
of a single-family home. Source: own study

The terms build, invest, and commerce predominate in the
respondents’ discourse. The latter distinctly illustrates the
significant economic factors associated with the residential
project. For the respondents, the decision is primarily influenced
by financial investment, with the enhancement of economic
status associated with engaging in commercial activities serving
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as the principal motivating factor. “As soon as | started trading,
the first thing | thought about was building my own house.”
(Survey respondent).

A supplementary source of financing that also facilitated the
acquisition of the single-family home was the liquidation of
inherited assets.

This is derived from concepts such as family, parents, and
inheritance. “My profession significantly facilitated my ability to
acquire a house, unlike my two brothers who received their
shares but were unable to construct a house and instead
purchased apartments in residential complexes.” (Survey
respondent) The term “commerce” fundamentally pertains to the
labor market, and the liberalization of the import-export sector
facilitated economic mobility and resulted in the development of
specialized and wholesale commercial activities. This resulted in
residential mobility, culminating in an exodus to the town of El
Eulma.

The displacement to urban areas for employment and the
establishment of commerce influence location selection and
residential trajectory. This can be inferred from the analysis of
respondents’ origins; 30% are primarily from adjacent
communes (Ain Azel, Ain Arnet, Djemila), while 10% hail from
towns in eastern Algeria, having relocated for professional
purposes.

3.1.2. Social factors and security mechanisms

Respondents indicated that selecting a single-family home is
a pivotal decision in their residential trajectory, encompassing
various factors primarily associated with enhancing their living
circumstances or those of their family members. This final factor
predominantly emerges in the narratives of respondents residing
in traditional homes or within extensive families. The
interpretation may be derived from an analysis of the word cloud

(Fig. 6).

The word cloud highlights that social and familial factors
are pivotal in the residential selection process
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Fig. 6. Word cloud of the main factors highlighting social factors.
Source: own study

The primary themes are family, children, and house. These
terms indicate that the house is intricately connected to social
structure and familial dynamics, as evidenced by the aspiration
to obtain an apartment for children upon marriage. Less apparent

terms, such as evolution and evolutivity, spacious and large, hold
considerable significance, emphasizing defensive mechanisms
and providing reassurance against the frustrations typically
caused by housing accessibility conditions. It serves as a means
for parents to bequeath a legacy to their offspring.

3.1.3. The residential model: a sign of belonging and
integration

A model of compact individual housing is developing due to
the convergence of a stringent social framework and influential
economic and social interests. The model’s intentions and
characteristics can be discerned by analyzing the word cloud
presented above (Fig. 7).

The word cloud depicts the conceptual, technical,
and aesthetic considerations that influence
the selection and design of the single-family residence
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Fig. 7. Word cloud of key design, technical and aesthetic concerns.
Source: own study

The examination of the word cloud reveals predominant
themes, including architecture, construction, and design. These
terms pertain to the architect’s responsibilities in the design of a
single-family residence. This role is typically minimized in the
discourse of the inhabitants to the issuance of planning
permission, indicating that his involvement primarily pertains to
the internal aspects by presenting terms such as proposals and
modifications.

Respondents associate the design with their personal
proposals, typically derived from their experiences (travels,
visits, images, and photographs sourced from the Internet) or
with alterations implemented during construction, which stem
from suggestions made by the masons overseeing the building
process.

The terms model, garages, floors, staircases, and courtyards
delineate the principal characteristics selected by the
respondents, resulting in a design model that integrates elements
of tradition, exemplified by the courtyard — an essential
component of residences in El Eulma — with modern features,
including superimposed floors and apartments with autonomous
distribution systems. A significant aspect is the complete
utilization of the plot, characterized by a facade that aligns with
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and dominates the public thoroughfare, forgoing the garden as an
open area and encroachment on privacy.

The exterior architectural treatment is intricately associated
with the owner’s economic status, the accessibility of materials,
the extensive market options, and the skilled labor force in the
Sétif region, particularly from Beni Fouda and Djemila, which
facilitated the proliferation of the model. The adaptation of this
residential model signifies profound implications related to
group affiliation upon which one relies or assimilates into a
reference social class, typically due to the prestige associated
with it. This can be articulated with phrases such as “we construct
similarly to others” or “this is the prevalent model in this
context”. Residents exhibit symbols in the exterior design of their
homes to affirm their belonging and ascribe significance to these
symbols and the single-family home as a whole.

3.2. Representations of the single-family home and its
architecture

We also aimed to identify the elements influencing the
interpretation of the built environment through social
representations, which can be reflected in the perceptions
associated with the house as an intangible space and the
architectural decisions typically linked to group cohesion and
identity.

3.2.1. Owning a home: synonymous with success, social peace
of mind, and personalization

Upon examining the interviews and analyzing the generated
word clouds, several terms emerge with heightened prominence,
highlighting the significance of the individual home for its
producers. (Fig. 8) words like house, materials, comfort,
children, and family emphasize the predominant themes.

The word cloud examines the single-family home
not merely as a physical entity but also as a space imbued
with profound symbolism

finished
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Fig. 8. Facets of the single-family home’s significance for its creators.
Source: own study

In this context, terms such as house, success, and
achievement signify crucial aspects of social status, embodying a
manifestation of social or economic prosperity, a life objective,

and, for certain respondents, an indication of access to modernity.
Upon further scrutiny, concepts such as family, independence,
comfort, and problems surface.

The analysis of these terms indicates that respondents link
single-family homes with independence and autonomy,
distancing themselves from familial issues or conflicts with
neighbors, contingent upon their residential history. The findings
suggest that respondents aim to cultivate social relationships with
minimal interactions, while the term comfort denotes personal
space for maintaining and improving the well-being of their
family, with the home serving as a sanctuary for relaxation.

A facet of personalization can be derived from concepts such
as materials, decoration, and elements. The selection of the latter
indicates clear preferences and individual tastes, demonstrating a
pursuit of uniqueness. Nevertheless, the house as a symbolic
entity often diminishes in importance compared to a home that
must be flexible and progressive to address future housing
challenges or accommodate a limited budget.

3.2.2. Registers of appearance, a superfluity of
particularization

The interviews examined reveal a distinct interest in the
aesthetics and external appearance of the house, highlighting the
selection of materials that possess sociological significance
beyond mere aesthetic value (Fig. 9).

The word cloud emphasizes the aesthetic
and architectural features of the home,
underscoring specific recurring elements that are significant
in the construction and perception of a home’s exterior
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Fig. 9. Word clouds of aesthetic and architectural aspects of the house.
Source: own study

The terms facade, house, and elements are presented in
larger font sizes, indicating their frequency of occurrence. Their
focus is on the fundamental components of a house, highlighting
the significance of exterior aesthetics, which are invariably
associated with socio-economic status. Respondents regard this
as the most expensive facet of home construction, with some
neglecting it entirely in favor of the interior. Respondents exhibit
conflicting views, consistently associated with economic status
and group affiliation.

Residents of modest abodes perceive it as a method of
ostentation or a necessity for social acknowledgment. “For me,
aesthetics pertains to the affluent, does it not?” (Survey
respondent) A basic facade adorned with an appealing coat of
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paint is adequate and aesthetically pleasing (yet it is appearances
that prevail). Conversely, the residents of the urban palace regard
it as a crucial component and the embodiment of the owner’s
identity. “The aesthetic dimension embodies my persona; it
represents the homeowner’s identity, as contemporary
residences are no longer uniform and lacking in embellishment.”
(Survey respondent)

The terms decorative, roofing, and balconies pertain to
distinct architectural components that affect the aesthetic of the
residence. They embody collective codes that surpass the
uniqueness of each individual. Balconies exemplify the
quintessential decorative element despite lacking a functional
role in most interviews due to the intimate dimension inherent in
Eulmi society. Tiled roofs are the predominant preference among
inhabitants, epitomizing the town’s identity. The sole
impediment to its extensive adoption is its elevated cost.

Distinctive characteristics can be discerned concerning the
facade cladding and its hue, the railings employed, or the number
of balconies. Roofs vary from simple to highly intricate designs,
typically crafted by exceptionally skilled master carpenters from
Djemila or Beni Fouda.

4. Conclusion

The examination of representations allows for a clearer
understanding of their significance and function in shaping
residential preferences, which are influenced by both tangible
and intangible factors. These choices are evidently conditioned
by economic status, revealing the disparities that define housing
wealth and poverty. Residential mobility, often aligned with
professional trajectories, influences both the location and the
nature of residential selection. The home thus becomes more than
a physical structure — it is a medium through which occupants
express identity, social aspiration, and economic status. It serves
simultaneously as an indicator of prosperity and a symbolic
marker of modernity and social advancement.

The analysis of representations associated with the house’s
exterior demonstrates that the adoption of familiar architectural
styles functions as a symbolic act of community belonging. The
visual and stylistic choices embedded in the fagcade thus operate
as cultural signifiers, transforming the dwelling into an identity-
bearing artifact. However, the house’s appearance also reveals
profound contradictions within contemporary architectural
production in Algeria. Facades featuring ornamental openings or
balconies that remain unused or sealed reflect both aspiration and
constraint—signs of a tension between symbolic modernity and
material stagnation.

Within a context of significant economic and urban
transformation, the single-family home has evolved into an
instrument of dominant housing policy, mirroring the State’s
gradual withdrawal in favor of private-sector initiatives. The
deterioration of regulatory frameworks and the diminished
influence of architects have contributed to the proliferation of
disparate, often incoherent, architectural forms across Algerian
cities. This phenomenon has led to a visual fragmentation of the
urban landscape and the erosion of local architectural identity.

At the policy level, spatial identity has become a critical
dimension of urban competitiveness. Governance strategies
increasingly emphasize the need to preserve symbolic landscapes
and local memory while pursuing modernization. Such an
approach fosters social cohesion and sustainable attractiveness,
positioning identity not merely as cultural heritage but as an
active component of urban resilience and planning.

To restore coherence and quality to the built environment,
policy and design recommendations must be considered. First,
urban planning authorities should reinforce aesthetic and
architectural regulations, ensuring that construction projects
reflect the spatial and cultural identity of their location. Second,
architects must be reintegrated into the housing production
process, reasserting their role as mediators between cultural
heritage and contemporary needs. Third, public policies should
promote architectural literacy, encouraging citizens to value
design quality and contextual coherence. Finally, educational and
professional institutions must foster research and innovation in
housing design, linking tradition and modernity through
sustainable and context-sensitive practices.

Addressing these challenges requires redefining architectural
culture by reassessing its core values and overcoming the inertia
of outdated models. Building design must no longer be driven
solely by private initiative or economic expediency but should
instead embody a conscious effort to reconcile identity,
functionality, and aesthetics. Only through such an integrated
approach can Algeria’s residential architecture progress toward a
renewed vision—one that harmonizes social meaning, cultural
continuity, and architectural integrity.
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