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Abstract

The purpose of the present study is to portray the perception of tribal communities towards sustainable develop-
ment. The motive of the study is to depict awareness which these tribal communities imbibe in themselves from
primitive times. The idea to study Munda tribe of Jharkhand is because they are large in numbers, and will easily
represent their outlook towards importance of preserving forest and livelihood development. The study focused
on socio-capital and cultural understanding of the tribe in their livelihood. It emphasized on importance of women
in the development of better livelihood. It showed how Non-Wood Forest Products (NWFP) are used in commer-
cial and industrial form without affecting the natural resources, thus promotes sustainable development. The study
also defined how through sustainable livelihood the tribe contributed in the revenue of the state government and
also helped in generating income for the weaker section of the community.
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Streszczenie

Celem niniejszego opracowania jest omowienie postrzegania swiata przez spotecznosci plemienne W Kontekscie
zrownowazonego rozwoju. Motywem badania jest zobrazowanie $wiadomosci, ktora te spotecznosci plemienne
przyswajaja sobie od pokolen. Za wyborem Munda z Jharkhand przemawiala jego duza liczebno$é¢. Dzigki niej
mozliwe bedzie glebsze spojrzenie na ich wizje znaczenie ochrony lasow i zapewnienia zrodet utrzymania. Bada-
nie koncentrowato si¢ na spoleczno-kapitatowym i kulturowym rozumieniu plemienia jako zrodta utrzymania.
Podkreslono znaczenie kobiet w rozwoju i drodze do lepszych warunkoéw zycia. Pokazano w jaki sposob nie-
drzewne produkty lesne (NWFP) sa wykorzystywane w formie komercyjnej i przemystowej, bez negatywnego
wplywu na zasoby naturalne, promujgc zarazem w ten sposob zrownowazony rozwdj. Badanie okreslito rowniez,
w jaki sposob poprzez zrownowazone §rodki do zycia plemie wnosito wktad w dochody rzadu stanowego, a takze
pomagato w generowaniu dochodéw dla stabszej czgsci spotecznosci.

Stowa kluczowe: rozwoj zrownowazony, plemie Munda, NWFP, érodki do zycia
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Sustainable development

Sustainable development is development that meets
the need of the present without compromising the
ability of future generations to meet their own needs
(Brundtland Commission Report 1987). Sustainable
development is in the news everyday as the world
copes with climate change, biodiversity loss, conflict
and resource scarcity. Living within our environ-
ment limits is one of the central principles of sustain-
able development. But the focus of sustainable de-
velopment is far broader than just the environment.
Itis also about ensuring a strong and healthy society.
This means meeting the diverse needs of all people
in existing and in future communities, promoting
personal well-being, social cohesion and inclusion,
and creating equal opportunity. Sustainable develop-
ment is the process of organizing the environment in
such a way that it exists longer in the future. The
overall goal of Sustainable development is the long-
term stability of the economy and environment; that
is only achievable through the integration and
acknowledgement of economic, environmental, and
social concerns throughout the decision-making pro-
Cess.

The key principle of sustainable development under-
lying all others is the integration of environment, so-
cial, and economic concerns into aspects of decision
making (Derwoach J.C., 2003; Stoddart, 2011). Sus-
tainable development requires the integration of eco-
nomic, environmental, and social objectives across
sectors, territories, and generations. Therefore, sus-
tainable development requires the elimination of
fragmentation; that is, environmental, social and
economic concerns must be integrated throughout
decision-making processes in order to move towards
development that is truly sustainable. Environmental
stresses are linked with one another. Deforestation,
by increasing run off, accelerates soil erosion and sil-
tation of rivers and lakes. Air pollution and acidifi-
cation play with part in killing forests and lakes.
Thus, agricultural policies may lie at the root of land,
water, and forest degradation. Energy policies are as-
sociated with the global greenhouse effect, with
acidification, and with deforestation for fuelwood in
many developing nations. These stresses threaten
economic development. Thus, economics and ecol-
ogy must be completely integrated in decision-mak-
ing and lawmaking process not just to protect the en-
vironment, but also to protect and promote develop-
ment. Economy is not just about the production of
wealth, and ecology is not just about the protection
of nature; they are both equally relevant for improv-
ing the humankind.

Tribal’s Association with Forest

The loss of forest and other wild ground curbs the
types of plants and creatures that radically decreases

the hereditary assorted variety of the world's envi-
ronments. This procedure ransacks present and peo-
ple in the future of hereditary material with which to
improve crop assortments, to make them less power-
less against climate stress, bother assaults, and ill-
ness. The loss of species and subspecies, up till now
is unstudied by science, denies us of significant po-
tential wellsprings of drugs and mechanical synthetic
concoctions. It expels always animals of excellence
and parts of our social legacy; it lessens the bio-
sphere.

Human resource development is a critical necessity
not exclusively to develop specialized information
and abilities, but in addition to make new qualities to
support people and countries, to adapt quickly natu-
ral, and real factors.

Ancestral and indigenous people community will re-
quire special consideration as the powers of mone-
tary advancement upset their conventional ways of
life — ways of life that can offer present day social
orders numerous exercises in the administration of
assets in complex woods, mountain, and dryland en-
vironments. Some are undermined with virtual erad-
ication by coldhearted improvement over which they
have no control. Their conventional rights ought to
be perceived and they ought to be given an unequiv-
ocal voice in figuring arrangements about asset im-
provement in their territories.

Development in world grain production has consist-
ently surpassed total populace development. How-
ever, every year there are more individuals on the
planet who don't get enough food. Worldwide farm-
ing can possibly develop enough nourishment for all;
however, food is frequently not accessible where it
is required. Creation in industrialized and allied na-
tions has been exceptionally sponsored and shielded
from worldwide rivalry. These sponsorships have
energized the abuse of soil and synthetic substances,
the contamination of both water assets and nourish-
ments with these synthetic compounds, and the cor-
ruption of the open country. Quite a bit of this exer-
tion has delivered surpluses and their related budget-
ary weights. Furthermore, a portion of this excess
has been sent at concessional rates to the creating
scene, where it has sabotaged the cultivating ar-
rangements of beneficiary countries. There is, in any
case, developing mind in certain nation of the eco-
logical and monetary outcomes, and the accentuation
of rural arrangements is to empower protection.

The tribal communities of India are like in a devel-
oping stage. It is witnessing different stages of de-
formation. The tribes differ from one another in their
traditions, customs and atypical way of living. These
communities are scattered in different geographical
space of the country. Many of these communities
still survive in rural areas and they survive on forest
resources. There are number of welfare programs in-
stigated by the Government for the betterment of the
communities but they are not executed the way it
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should have been. The programs have not been ef-
fective for the lack of combination with their way of
life.

Formerly, the tribal living was self-sufficient de-
pendent upon subsistence economy. These tribal
communities sustained their life with restricted re-
quirement like hunting, wood cutting, food gathering
and with some minimal forest products. Forest was
their source of income and their livelihood, it helped
them to develop socially and economically. How-
ever, the indigenous experience, abilities and con-
ventional acts of the tribal have not increased a lot of
interest about them. The tribes differ from one an-
other in their traditions, customs and atypical way of
living. These communities are scattered in different
geographical space of the country. Many of these
communities still survive in rural areas and they sur-
vive on forest resources. They still work hard for two
times meal a day. From the ancient times, the tribal
way of living was simple and self-sufficient based on
the minimum necessity to support life. The clans met
their livelihood with restricted means like hunting,
food gathering and minor forest products. Forest has
always helped the tribe in their socio-economic de-
velopment. The indigenous knowledge and their tra-
ditional practices of tribal have not achieved much
acceptance. In fact, they have always been controlled
and their resources have been exploited, in result
their subsistence economy was affected. Due to this
exploitation, the tribal had to leave their forest and
seek jobs as laborer’s and daily wagers. They were
dependent on season and availability of work, thus
this change of living from tradition to new way liv-
ing resulted in their loss of culture and identity. Their
existence was questioned and their way of living lost
its essence.

Tribes in India

A Tribe is, in an ideal state, a self-contained unit. It
constitutes a society in itself. The anthropologist,
Nadel, defines a society in this way, societies are
made of people; societies have boundaries, people
either belong to them or not; and people belong to a
society in virtue of rules under which they stand, and
which impose on them regularly determinate ways
of acting towards and in regard to one another. Tribe
is considered as collection of individuals sharing a
common culture. Tribe is a society having a clear lin-
guistic boundary and generally a well-defined polit-
ical boundary. It is within the latter that regular de-
terminate ways of acting are imposed on its mem-
bers. The tribe also has a cultural boundary, much
less well-defined, and this is the general frame for
the formal and informal interactions of these mem-
bers. The tribes or tribal communities in India are
defined by the Constitution of India as Scheduled
Tribes deemed under Article 342. The tribal habita-
tion in India is segregated in three tribal zones:
North-eastern, Central and Southern. The tribes

sometimes called aboriginals because of their being
the earliest inhabitants of this country, not only be-
long to different stages of culture, but they vary from
area to area in regard to size of the population lan-
guage, racial types, socio-economic organization,
etc... The largest concentration of tribal people any-
where in the world except Africa, is in India and it is
interesting to note that there are six hundred and
thirty tribes inhabited all over India. There are as
many as thirty-two tribes only in Jharkhand, but
among them four tribes can be treated to be signifi-
cant; Munda, Oraon, Santhal and Ho.

Primitive Tribes of Jharkhand

The history of habitation of tribes in Jharkhand has
been long since primitive days as it is evident from
the history but there is no other document or any
other source of information to be relied upon. Pre-
historically, the state of Jharkhand, formerly known
as Chotanagpur, was a land of forest. It was rich in
minerals. But it was not suitable for incoming mi-
grants to settle and make use of the minerals. Such
incoming migrants inhabited in the river plains and
restricted their development in economic and cul-
tural activities only. Thus, Jharkhand remained oc-
cupied by the Adivasi for long in which Kharia, Vir-
hore and Asur are the main primitive tribal of Cho-
tanagpur, Munda, Oraon and Ho came later on. Dur-
ing the ancient period migrants from Central India
and Uttar Pradesh who entered into Jharkhand were
Mundas, Kharia and Virhore, through the way of
mountain range of Kaimur.

The Mundas are the dominant and the indigenous
tribe of Jharkhand, found mostly in Chotanagpur
plateau eastern region. The Mundas belong to the
Austro-Asiatic language family and some of the re-
lated tribes are Munda, Santhal and Ho. They share
same cultural and traditional values and customs.
The tribes often live on fishing, hunting or gathering
food, they were highly dependent on forest. Their
life revolves around forest and its products. They
were mostly Hunter-gatherer type, based on shifting
agriculture, they were simple artisans and few were
settled agriculturists.

Situation of Munda Tribe in Jharkhand

Most primitive tribes who spoke the Austro-Asiatic
language (like the Santhal, Munda, Ho, Bhumiji,
Kharia, Kharwar, Korwa, and the Oraon tribes) were
labeled as the Kol. There languages were placed in
sae family of languages, better known as the Mund-
ari or the Austro-Asiatic language group. Inci-
dentally, this distinctive family of languages bears
many resemblances to the one spoken by the aborig-
ines of Australia. During the colonial British period
the name Kol acquired a negative connotation. It be-
came a synonym for savage, lowly, militant and ag-
gression and for those performing menial jobs.
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Munda is a typical representation of the great Kol
race. Mundas are the tribal communities from the
south East Asia. They are dark brown almost black
in colour, short in height but sturdy in their limbs,
with irregular features, scanty beards, thick lips,
broad nose, a low facial angle, with a head long than
that of the average Dravidian’s.

According to 2001 census report this tribe is concen-
trated basically in Ranchi, Pashchimi Singhbhum,
Palamu, Purbi Singhbhum and Gumla districts re-
spectively. Santhal, Munda and Ho share, to some
extent, a symbolic system that values the forest, rep-
resented in the village by the sacred grove. Berger &
Heidemann (2013) Despite the fact that tribal are not
Hindu, they pursuit only nature. Modern technology
and industrialization have knocked the tribal area in
Jharkhand but both couldn’t change the tribal values.
Tribal always believes in egalitarian society, so there
is no space for classicism in tribal society of Jhar-
khand. Tribal made farms and are still engaged in
farming. They believe that hill, river and forest are
lifelines of tribal society in Jharkhand. They can do
anything to save them. In present India, Munda tribe
has been affected by non-tribal interference and res-
ervation of forest. Many other tribal groups are fac-
ing problem of displacement due to urbanizations,
and industrializations. When a group of tribe goes to
urban area or city, they lose their tribalism. It is a
bitter truth that tribal area is full of natural resources
because of which they face commercial exploitation
by both the corporate world and Naxals.

Socio-Capital and Cultural Development among
Munda Tribe

The socio-capital is to deal with social relations and
informal interaction between the individuals. Socio-
capital elucidates practically a circumstance where
individuals share same feeling of character, have
parallel qualities, trust one another and correspond-
ingly get things done for one another. The idea of the
socio-capital development relies upon different ele-
ments of the communications in which it is created,
for example, the nature of the interior outside con-
nections, correspondence, trust and the mutual qual-
ities and standards. social capital alludes to the con-
nections among individuals and not simply individ-
uals themselves. Socio-capital is an imperceptible
type of capital as it expands upon inconspicuous so-
cial structures and connections that structure the es-
tablishment of systems. Tribal women hold a signif-
icant position in the tribal community. Their liveli-
hood is connected with the division of work between
the people in the network. Each society has its socio-
cultural characteristics that are procured from what
female and male of the general public are required to
do in their life. Gender roles alludes to the practices,
mentalities, qualities and convictions that a specific
culture thinks about standardizing for one’s natural
gender. Gender roles jobs are examples in a given

society that play out the gender division of work for
example which exercises; assignments and obliga-
tions performed by male and female. The tribal
women are often seen in the field in cutting and har-
vesting crops. It is an apparent conduct standard re-
lated especially with males or females, in a given so-
cial gathering or framework. Female are generally,
by division of work, answerable for asset assembly
and the board. Water, Fire wood assortment are the
acknowledged obligations of female. The sort of ex-
ercises individuals from family units are associated
with add to their family unit government assistance
and dynamic capacities. In the past the Gender roles
execution of people add to one another in method of
division of work by sharing their works in the family
and network, in light of their physical nature. The
term gender equality has given the females equiva-
lent right to practice in the general public. Women’s
cooperation in the development program can enable
them to empower in the equivalent right with males.

Non-Wood Forest Product (NWFP) and Sustain-
able Livelihood for Munda Tribe

Non-wood Forest Product means by product of for-
est. It is defined as goods and services used for com-
mercial and industrial purposes without use of direct
forest product like timber, rather it uses biomass or
materials derived from forest ecosystem. The Munda
tribe are forest dwellers and these tribe know the im-
portance of forest and their valuable contribution to-
wards sustainable development of the society and
country. They know the roles of forest and the direct
forest products like the raw materials, such as trees
and woods, so they are always against the industrial-
ization process which harms the forest land. They al-
ways want to preserve their forest, but forest is also
their source of income. They are highly sensitive to-
wards these forest lands. The Munda Tribal commu-
nity has gained its sustainable livelihood from these
forest in the form of some small-scale business. The
tendu leaves is used in commercial purpose for mak-
ing local bidis, and at present it gives lot of revenue
to the state government. Its fruit is also eaten and
sold commercially. Its bark is burnt by the tribal and
are used to cure small-pox. The leaves are also used
in transportation, it is used in packaging. Eating
plates are also made with the tendu leaves. It is a very
important source of income for this tribe as this tribe
is densely populated in the Chotanagpur plateau of
Jharkhand.

Another way of their sustainable livelihood is tribal
herbal treatment. Tribal have customarily relied
upon their customary techniques for recuperat-
ing/treatment for minor everyday afflictions and the
significant ones as well. There is a requirement for
developing another methodology of consolidating
the indigenous inborn medication with other clinical
systems. A deliberate exertion should be made to re-
port this customary ancestral information on thera-
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peutic/home grown plants, normalizing it and re-
membering it as a free arrangement of medication.
The neighborhood tribal particularly the customary
healers can be prepared and be depended with the
obligation of treating the people on compensation,
etc. Animal husbandry, poultry and fishing are also
their source of income. These works are also done on
small scale and its mostly done from their home.

Needs and Significance of the Study

The significance of the study is to direct visibility on
the tribal community of Jharkhand, India and their
contribution towards sustainable development of the
society. The tribal community is extracting their
livelihood from the forest product and is also signif-
icantly helping in the development of the commu-
nity. It has reflected on the socio-capital resources of
the tribe and the importance of women in the devel-
opment of the well-being of the tribe. It has also sug-
gested strategies like medical treatment with the help
of herbal plants to promote sustainable livelihood for
Munda tribe.

Conclusion

The study emphasized on Socio-capital and cultural
understanding of men and women in their livelihood
development. It focused on the use of Non-Wood
Forest Product (NWFP) in order to promote sustain-
able development. The study took into consideration
mainly Munda tribe because of their dense popula-
tion in the Chotanagpur plateau of Jharkhand. It
wanted to portray the attitude of Munda tribe to-
wards sustainable development. It wanted to make
visible that the Munda tribe, being the primitive
tribe, is very well aware by the importance of pre-
serving forest. Their perception towards sustainable
development is appreciable, as they are not that lit-
erate and versed like the other communities. The
study also reflected how through their livelihood the
state is getting revenue and are also helping in gen-
erating income for their survival.
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