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Summary: In this article, the authors considered the development of Rashkiv (Raszków in Polish and Raşcov in Rumunian), 
the fortified settlement which is situated on the Middle part of the Lower Dnister Region. An attempt of reconstruction of 
the most important stages of its town-planning biography of the 15th-18th centuries was made. The authors based their re-
search on newly identified sources. The systematization of the historical chronology of the most important events which 
have influenced the formation of the defensive structures and the urban environment of Rashkiv has been carried out. In 
the course of the 15th-18th centuries, four major urban planning periods were identified: the Lithuanian – fort Karaul in the 
form of a defensive roundel type castle, further – Zamoyski’s town fortress with a fortified downtown, then – the fortifying 
of the suburbs and, finally, – trade and handicraft town without any defense function. At each stage, an attempt was made 
to hypothetically localize separate elements of the city – fortifications, historical roads, street planning system, civil and sa-
cral dominant elements. The authors all available source data – archival sources, historical and contemporary cartography, 
toponymics, field surveys, surveys, and iconographic materials for analysis.

Remains of the 1st period represent today ruins of earth shafts under the fortress. This hillfort is monument of archeo-
logical heritage and it is protected by state. Ukrainian historian M. Hrushevskyi connects appearance of the fort here with 
necessity todefend the river crossing and the trading way. 

From the 2nd period we have today just two preserved bastions of the early of 17th century and some relicts of urban 
planning system, for example, part of the historical market square. 

The article also substantiates the value and necessity of preserving the historical plan of Rashkiv which was, in particular, 
developed under the influence of the development of defense strategies of its time.

3rd period was graphically hypothetically reconstructed in many ways. To a greater extent it is because we have not enough 
materials to create a definite model of the urban development of this period. 

Research is based on historical topographic works of 17th and 18th centuries and onlysince the early 19th century we have 
more detailed historical plans to make more far reaching hypotheses. Using historical photos of early 20th century, authors 
succeeded in discovering historically determined rhythm of urban environment in Rashkiv. Unfortunately, it is disappearing 
now due the physical ruining of historical substance of old town and reconstruction according present-day inhabitants’ ideas 
about country houses or summer cottages.

The present results are significant in elaborating historical and reference architectural plan of the settlement, registration 
of the newly discovered objects of cultural heritage as monuments of architecture and urban planning, archeology, history 
and nature. New master plan of Rashkiv urban development should be based on our complex architectural and urban plan-
ning research to preserve cultural legacy of Rashkiv and to use it for modern economical and tourist revival.

Keywords: town of Rashkiv (Raszków), Podilia, Dnister, urban structure, fortification, castle, settlement, urban development, 
15th-18th centuries.

State of the problem. Analysis of the results of previous studies

The numerous mentioning of the town of Rashkiv (Raszków in Polish) in the famous trilogy of the Polish writer 
Henryk Sienkiewicz testifies to the extraordinary role of this fortified place in the historical events of the 17th 
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century. What were the architectural and urban structure and the system of fortifications of this former well-for-
tified town, which is now a village, the traces of ancient greatness of which can be read only by the eyes of a 
very experienced professional researcher. 

As of today, comprehensive historical and architectural studies of Rashkiv have not been conducted. A 
significant problem is the lack of historical documentary records, some of which had been made public in the 
second half of the 19th century, and the originals were lost during the Second World War. The only meaning-
ful work devoted to Rashkiv is the article by Volodymyr Antonovych from 1897 called “Нѣсколько данныхъ 
о землевладѣніи въ южной Украинѣ въ XV столѣтіи” [Some data on land tenure in southern Ukraine in the 
15th century] [1], in which an essay describing the history of the town with the attempt to localize the Lithuani-
an castle Kalaur (Karavul) is provided. There is a mentioning of Kalahur also in the work of Molchanovskyi from 
1885. [2]. The research of the history of Lithuanian Rashkiv-Karavul was also joined by M. Hrushevskyi during 
the preparation of a review of the aforementioned article by Antonovych [3]. Local history information about 
Rashkiv was published by Guldman, Sytsynskyi, Bilynskyi and Lipynskyi and Dr. Antoni (J. Rolle). “Słownik Ge-
ograficzny…” mistakenly dates Rashkiv back to 17th century. [4]. No materials about the study of the historical 
and cultural heritage of Rashkiv by Ukrainian scholars during the interwar period were found. After the inclu-
sion of the Ukrainian Transnistria to the Moldavian SSR, the historical heritage of Rashkiv was isolated from 
the Polish and Ukrainian contexts, and as a result it led to a number of inaccuracies in the interpretation of 
cultural heritage objects. So, the Soviet Moldavian archaeologists Chetraru and Hîncu considered the castle 
Karaul, already discovered by V. Antonovych in 1888, as fortification of the Russian army of 1711, which forced 
a crossing over Dnister to help the Moldovan Voivode [5] . The absurdity of this statement will be explained 
below. Castle Karaul was included to the neighboring Caterinovca village council and no longer appeared in 
the information about Rashkiv. In addition, the development of the historic-architectural key plan of Rashkiv 
in the 1970’s by the state project institute “Moldgiprograzhdanselstroy” in Chișinău was conducted without 
taking the entire historical heritage into account. On their key plan, only dispersedly located objects of the 
Baroque architectural heritage of the 18th century are marked, and disharmonious objects of the Soviet peri-
od in the historic center are defined as “having architectural merit”, historic valuable and ordinary buildings in 
most cases were offered for demolition. In accordance with this key plan, in 1975, a new general plan of the 
village [6] and a detailed plan of the central part were worked out. Plans developers – V. Ostrovsky, V. Postoye-
va, T. Rodionova., O. Dubrovskaya – obviously neglected the historical heritage of the town. Fortunately, this 
general plan was not implemented, and with the collapse of the USSR and the establishment of the unrecog-
nized Pridnestrovian Moldavian Republic’s authorities in Rashkiv, all work on the research of the architectural 
environment of Rashkiv also were ceased. 

The development of our hypotheses concerning the development of Rashkiv relies on the work of Ukrainian 
scholars S. Kravtsov [7], M. Bevz [8, 9], O. Rybchynskyi [10, 11] and the formulated by them theoretical princi-
ples of identification of the historical and urban structure of cities and towns of the Western and Right-bank 
Ukraine. Taking into account the location of Rashkiv in a single cultural space with the mentioned territories and 
colonization movements from west to east and from north to south in the 15th-18th centuries in the territory of 
Ukraine, our research is based on the techniques developed in the above-mentioned papers.

Objective of the article: to analyze materials on the history of Rashkiv, to explore the town on site, to 
discover the remnants of the historical planning structure and fortifications; to reconstruct on this basis the 
processes of the urban genesis of the town in the 15th-18th centuries. 
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Fig. 1. Location plan of Rashkiv (Raszków, Raşcov).

introduction. The historic town of Rashkiv de jure is located on the territory of the Transnistrian region of 
the Republic of Moldova (de facto it is controlled by the unrecognized Pridnestrovian Moldavian Republic) in 
the Camenca district on the picturesque left bank of the Dnister (Fig. 1). Before the second division of Poland it 
was its border outpost on the border with Turkish Moldova. It was founded in the 15th century by Grand Duke 
Vytautas, gained the city status during the possession of Jan Zamoyski at the end of the 16th century. His son, 
Tomasz, fortified the town according to the project by Andrea dell’Aqua in the early 17th century. At the end of 
the 18th century, Russian imperial authorities deprived Rashkiv of its urban status, and in Soviet times, Rashkiv 
became an ordinary village. All this lead to decay of the central historical part. Today, it becomes relevant to 
find out the biography of the town’s architectural and urban environment and to identify its authentic elements.

Presentation of research results

Based on the study of all available published and archival sources, the authors have reconstructed the course 
of all historical events associated with the town. The beginnings of the settlement are connected with the time 
when the territory of Lower Part of the Dnister region was part of the Lithuanian-Ruthenian state. Based on 
data of I. Daniłowicz, it can be assumed that in the place of the current Rashkiv there was a fortified point in 
the interval between 1402 and 1411. [14]. Molchanovskyi disproves this date, and dates it back to 1432. [2]. 
The same dating is confirmed by Hrushevskyi [3] and by most contemporary researchers of the history of the 
Grand Duchy of Lithuania. Although until 1432, Karaul castle was referred to at least in the year 1411 in the 
chronicle of Długosz about the visit of King Władysław Jagiełło to the border fortresses [12]. Since among the 
Podilian towns in the document on the purchase of Podilia by Vytautas from Jogaila dated 1395 we do not 
find Karaul [2, 13], it is possible to establish the chronological limits of its origin and construction exactly be-
tween 1395 and 1411.

In 1442, a documentary confirmed transfer of Karaul and Rashkiv by the Polish King Władysław III to the 
nobleman Teodoryk Buczacki took place. Although M. Hrushevskyi considers the possession over Kalaur by 
Teodoryk Buczacki as nominal [3], it is difficult to agree with him, knowing the active construction and fortifi-
cation activities of the members of the Buczacki family. 
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Table 1. Analysis of the chronology of Rashkiv main historical events according to published and archival sources

Year event Ownership Type of 
fortifications

1402/1411
1st mentioning of Kalaur (Karaul), founded 
by the Grand Duke of Lithuania Vytautas 

[14: 330−331; 15:111−115; 16]

State (Grand Duchy of 
Lithuania) Castra (castle)

1442 Transfer of Karavul and Rashkiv to Teodoryk 
Buczacki by the Polish King Władysław III 

Private (Teodoryk 
Buczacki Jazłowiecki) –//−

1545 Development of Rashkiv Private (Hrytsko Chechel) Unknown

1590s Purchase by Jan Zamoyski Private (Jan Zamoyski) Castle-residence + 
osada (settlement)

1600 Capture of Rashkiv and of the castle by 
K. Ostrogski

Private (prince Vasyl 
Konstanty Ostrogski) −//−

1617 Voluntary destruction of Rashkiv and the 
castle by Poles at the request of the Turks

Private (prince 
Aleksander Ostrogski) Ruined

1625
Fortification of the city according to the 

project of Andrea dell’Aqua by subordinate 
of T. Zamoyski Jerzy Trzycki 

Private (Tomasz 
Zamoyski)

Wooden castle, 
earthen bastion 

town fortifications

1633 Destruction of fortifications by Abaza 
Pasha’s troops −//− −//−

1634

Restoration of fortifications, the request of 
Sultan Murad IV to demolish the fortresses 

of Rashkiv, Yampil and Mohyliv [17: 
150−151]

−//− −//−

1646
Award for Jerzy Trzycki from Tomasz 
Zamoyski for long-term work in the 

development of Rashkiv [1]
−//− −//−

1648 Inclusion of Rashkiv to Bratslav regiment
Private (St. Koniecpolski 

(de jure)/Tymish 
Khmelnytsky (de facto)

−//−

1652 Marriage of Tymish Khmelnytsky with 
Ruxandra Doamna 

Private (St. Koniecpolski 
(owner)/ Ruxandra 

Doamna Khmelnytsky 
(hypothecary ownership)

−//−

1665 Capture of Rashkiv by Hetman Petro 
Doroshenko −//−

1671 Capture of Rashkiv by Great Crown Hetman 
Jan Sobieski −//−

1675
Capture of Rashkiv by Ibrahim Pasha 
[18:136], mentioning about a fortified 

monastery [19: 106−107]
−//−

1699−1703 Rashkiv’s return to Poland under the 
conditions of the Treaty of Karlowitz

Private (princes 
Koniecpolski) −//−

1711 Purchase of Rashkiv by the family of 
princes  Lubomirski 

Private (princes 
Lubomirski) −//−

1728 Restoration of city fortifications by 
Lubombirski’s constable Michal Roguzki

Private (Jerzy 
Lubomirski) “walls”

1734 Haidamakas rebellion headed by Sava 
Chalenko −//− −//−
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1749−1786
Construction of the Armenian-Catholic 

Church at the cost of the priest 
Krzysztofowicz

Private (Stanisław 
Lubomirski)

Decay of 
fortifications

1769
The last attack of the Crimean Tatars on the 
settlement along the Dnister, destruction 

of Rashkiv 
−//−

1778
Construction of the Ukrainian Orthodox 

church of the Holy Trinity on the initiative 
of Kyiv’s priest Palukhovych

−//−

1780s Construction of the new stone Greek 
Catholic church of Our Lady’s Mantle −//−

1792 Second partition of Poland, the 
transformation of Rashkiv into a town

Private (Aleksander 
Lubomirski)

1796 Purchase of Rashkiv by Catherine II for the 
state treasury State (Russian Empire)

1801

Transfer of Rashkiv to Volhynian governor 
Tutolmin. Demolition of the Assumption 
and Ascension churches, resettlement of 

the Armenians

Private (Alexey Tutolmin)

1860 Sale of Rashkiv to Barchevsky Private (Sobeslav 
Barchevsky)

1913 Construction of a zemstvo school Private (Pavel Yurevich)

1924 Creation of the Moldavian ASSR within 
Ukraine

Property right canceled

1929 Creation of the collective farm “Truzhenik”, 
forced collectivization, repressions

1940
Cancellation of the Moldavian ASSR, 

inclusion of the region to the Moldavian 
SSR

1967 Construction of a community center

1990s
The restoration and opening of the 

Orthodox Holy Trinity Church and the 
Roman Catholic Church of Saint Cajetan

Localization of the Kalaur castle of the 15th 
century and of the Rashkiv settlements
It is believed that the Castle of Kalaur on the Dnister was founded by the Grand Duke of Lithuania Vytautas to 
protect the southern borders of his state. The castle was first discovered and generally described by Aleksand-
er Jabłonowski at the end of the 19th century. [1; 20:11]. According to his information, in 1888, V. Antonovych 
was there with his scientific expedition and described in details the remnants of fortifications in his article. [1]. 
Then he was found and published a document – an extract from the Vinnytsia city books dated 1580, which 
confirmed the hereditary connection of the fortress Kalaur (Karaul) and the Rashkiv settlement, which arose as 
a trading quarter outside of the fortress. The location of the castle in this area was caused by the following fac-
tors: the presence of a ford across the Dnister and, accordingly, of a crossing, and of a rocky inaccessible cape1, 
from which a perfect view of the Dnister valley opens. Exactly on the corner of this cape the fortress was built. 
Its earthen fortifications included a rampart and a ditch which formed a half-circle on the side of the fields; on 

1 Nowadays the cape is called “Chervonka”, or “Chervoni Skeli” [Red rocks]
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the corners of the rectangle of the fortress were roundels, massive round bastion towers. The castle, as evident 
from its name2, performed a purely observational function and was not built for a long-lasting siege or assault. 

Interestingly, in 1442, when Podilia was occupied by the Poles, Kalaur, together with Khadjibey (Odesa) and 
the Black City, were given for lifelong ownership to Teodoryk Buczacki Jazłowiecki with an order to restore for-
tifications [21, 22:25]. The questions about the measures taken here by Teodoryk still remain unclear. Perhaps 
he carried out only minor modernization works in the castle. Some scientists believe that he did not start any 
serious construction works, since in 1469 in the act of division of the Buczacki estates, Karavul was mentioned 
only as a village without any fortifications [23: 330]. In 1564, Karavul together with the mentioned settlement 
appears in the list of hereditary lands of the Jazłowieckis [24: 363], although in fact it was then owned since at 
least 1545 by the Chechels-Sidimuntovichs [25:] who then sold it to Jan Zamoyski.

The remnants of the fortress are recorded in the pace method survey of S. Kovalenko of 2006. The width 
of the earthen rampart is 10−12 m, the height is up to 5 m. The state of the settlement is unsatisfactory, it is 
located under the woods, the top of the rampart is destroyed by later digging and holes of animals, the edges 
are wavy, the rampart has slid a lot. The ditch is almost not preserved. In the north-eastern section, there is a 
passage that levels down the rampart along its full vertical extent. After removing trees and shrubs, the settle-
ment can be studied as a fixed site [26:18]. 

Regarding the location of the settlement itself, it is not possible to establish it precisely. We only assume 
that it was located in the area of the central part of the present Rashkiv. This version has indirect confirmation: 
on the banks of the river, near the crossing, along trade routes, in the valley of the Dnister and the Rashkiv 
River, this location was most convenient for location of the settlement, and the lengthy market square, which 
was still there in the 19th century, was typical for settlements of the 15th-16th centuries, which inherited the 
principles of the Rus` law (Fig. 2).

Fig. 2. Hypothetical reconstruction of the town-planning period of Rashkiv at the beginning of the 15th century 1. For-
tress-Castle Karaul (Kalaur, Karawol). 2. Settlement of Rashkiv. 3. Crossing of the Dnister

2 Kalaur aka „Karaul“ [guard duty]
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Localization of urban fortifications and the castle of the 
Zamoyskis at the end of the 16th – 1st half of the 17th century

After purchase by Chancellor of Poland Jan Zamoyski of the territories in Lower Dnister Region, he imme-
diately addressed the issues of defense and colonization of these lands. For the defensive castle he chose the 
area at the mouth of the Rashkiv River. [27]. The castle was wooden; in 1600 it was destroyed and captured 
by the people of Kyiv voivode Prince Konstanty Ostrogski as a result of the conflict between Jan Zamoyski 
and Princes Ostrogski [28: 89−90]. The map of the Podolian Voivodeship by Beauplan shows us Rashkiv as a 
town fortified with two unclosed half-circles of defensive lines, and the Dutch geographer Andreas Cellarius 
described Rashkiv as a “mighty fortress on the border of the desert steppe” [29: 368]. Such powerful fortifi-
cations appeared, apparently, under the rule of the son of Jan Zamoyski - Tomasz - who had the Venetian ar-
chitect Andrea dell’Aqua at his court. This military architect fortified Brody, perfected the fortress of Zamość, 
designed the castle in Zbarazh and the palace in Pidhirtsi and built a tower at the Cracovian Gate in Lviv. He 
sent the project of fortifications of Rashkiv to Tomasz Zamoyski in 1625. [30: 29−31].

The hypothetical planning scheme of the town and fortifications of this period was elaborated on the basis 
of remnants of the earth bastions, and some planning landmarks – market space, historical roads and config-
uration of the terrain – found on the site. (Fig. 3) The most difficult question is the location of the Zamoyski’s 
castle. Since the map of Beauplan does not depict it. Taking into account the protests of Zamoisky’s consta-
bles in 1600 about the founding of the castle at the mouth of the Rashkiv River and analyzing the relief, as the 
probable location of the castle the site on the corner of a flat hill was chosen.  In favor of this hypothesis speaks 
also the fact of location of the administration of the lords, or of the court in the likely castle area before 1917, 
which may indicate the continuity of the separation of urban and castle (landlord’s) territories. At this stage, 
the most plausible option is the conjugate combination of city and castle fortifications, as was the case in Bar, 
Chyhyryn, Medzhybizh and Zhvanets.

 
Fig. 3. Hypothetical reconstruction of the planning of the city center of Rashkiv, beg. of 17th century (left). Applying a traverse 
sketch of fortifications of the 17th century. on the modern orthophotomap (right): 1 – Remaining fragments of ramparts of 
the city center. 2 – hypothetical reproduction. 3 – probable location of the wooden residence castle
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Localization of fortifications of the suburbs

The growth of the population led to construction of housing in the suburbs which also needed to be defend-
ed. We have much more information about Rashkiv in the middle of the 17th century. First, there are recorded 
memoirs of travelers Evliya Çelebi and Patriarch of Antioch Macarios, who mention the fortress of Rashkiv, and 
Patriarch Makarios added about a wooden castle with guns. Cellarius calls Rashkiv a “mighty fortress on the 
border with desert steppe”. Given that in 1671 there was a garrison of 7 cavalry chorągiews of the Polish army 
[31: 584] (700−1000 people) in Rashkiv, we can assert that Rashkiv was a rather significant military argument 
of Poland in its southern borderland.  On the map of Beauplan, Rashkiv is depicted as being fortified with two 
semi-circles of fortifications. This suggests that the project by Andrea dell’Aqua was implemented, and the ex-
pansion of Rashkiv (in 1654 there were 7 churches, thousands of inhabitants and a monastery in the town) led 
to the need to fortify the suburbs. Unfortunately, the only source maps for these fortifications are the maps of 
Beauplan, Friedrich Wilhelm Bauer and Rizzi Zannoni. Based on them, analyzing the present planning struc-
ture of Rashkiv, we can conclude that the outer perimeter of defense was not closed and adjoined the Dnister 
with its western end, and the Rashkiv River with its north-eastern end. The hypothetical outline of fortification 
of the suburbs is based on the study of relics of urban planning and some landmarks, in particular, the Jewish 
cemetery, the first gravestone of which dates back to 1709 when these fortifications still existed. Obvious is 
also that there was a bastion belt corresponding to its time and fixed on the mentioned maps. Thus, from the 
north, the settlement was covered with natural protection – the Rashkiv River – and the castle fortifications, 
which, as noted above, were connected with the city fortifications (Fig. 4). 

Fig. 4. Hypothetical reconstruction of Rashkiv’s 
planning with fortified center and suburbs in the 
middle of the 17th century.
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Table 2. Analysis of historical mapping of the 17th-18th centuries.

No. Name of the 
map Author Year depiction of rashkiv on the 

map

inscription 
(according to the 

legend of the 
map)

1.

Delineatio 
specialis et 
accurata 

Ukrainaæ [33]

Guillaume 
Levasseur de 

Beauplan.
1650

Urbs Munita
(lat. “town secured 
by fortification”)

2.

Ukrainæ pars 
qvæ BARCLAVIA 

PALATINATUS 
Vulgo dicitur

Guillaume 
Levasseur de 

Beauplan.
1662

3. Karta granic 
Polski… [34]. Rizzi Zannoni

Mapping 
of 17673, 
printed
1772

Miasto 
obmurowane (pol. 

“town within walls”)

4.

Carte de la 
Moldavie pour 

servir à l’histoire 
militaire de la 

guerre entre les 
Russes et les 

Turcs

Friedrich 
Wilhelm 
Bauer

1770
Bourg ole Ville 

(fr. “little town or 
village”)

3 Assumption of Ihor Sapozhnikov
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The description of the castle of 1662 was found in the inventory [32: 300], signed by the owner of Rashkiv 
Stanisław Koniecpolski, the voivode (governor) of Sandomierz, and Ruxandra Doamna Khmelnytsky, who received 
it in hypothecary ownership. According to the description, the castle was wooden-earthen, with bastions and 
“turrets” on the corners. The gate and the bridge led to the town. Inside, there were 2 buildings, gunpowder 
and sulfur warehouses, bath, a larder, stables, and a treasury above the gate tower.

1

2

3

4

5

6

7

8

9

10

11

12

Fig. 5. Fragment of the plan of Rashkiv dated 1810 [39]: 1. Market square 2. Shops 3. Preserved earth bastion of town 
fortifications. 4. Dormition of Our Most Holy Lady Church 5. The Great Synagogue Complex. 6. Church of Our Lady’s Mantle 
7. Landowner’s court 8. Ascension Church 9. Roman catholic church of St. Cajetan. 10. Trinity church. 11. Larders and store-
houses. 12. River Crossing.

The “Plan of location at the town of Rashkiv”, compiled by Lieutenant-General Simeon Alexandrovich 
Mukhin in 1810 helped to understand this issue (Fig. 5). The plan is an ocular estimation, sketched in black 
inked. Clearly obvious is the dense, formed in the 17th-18th centuries building system of the center, consisting 
of quarters and located within the limits of the outer defense perimeter, outlined by us in the previous section. 
Interesting is the urban composition of the market square, the southern part of which is flanked by a passage 
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of stores. The Roman Catholic church of St. Cajetan, erected on an artificial hill above the center of the town, 
is located along the central broadwise axis of the southern half of the square. Although it is obvious that the 
plan is not accurate in proportions, there is a conditionality and simplification of the planning structure, which 
is very important information for this period of Rashkiv. 

To test the hypothesis of preservation in modern Rashkiv of the end of the 18th century planning, an attempt 
was made to create a projection with the methods of descriptive geometry of the building from the historic pho-
to-panorama of 1903 [28: 89−90] onto a modern orthophotomap and to count the number of streets (Fig. 6).

Fig. 6a. Identification of the street network and the buildings of the historical center of Rashkiv by the methods of descriptive 
geometry

b)   c) 
Fig. 6b. Projection of buildings from a historical photo (a sketch from the modern underlay): 1. Buildings seen on a pho-
to-panorama of 1903. 2. Implicit reconstruction of quarters and parcels
Fig. 6c. Hypothetical reconstruction of the planning of Rashkiv in the 2nd half of the 18th century. 1. Market area with stores 
(partially preserved) 2. Territory of the defensive court or castle (not preserved). 3. Dormition of our Most Holy Lady Church, 
1777 [41: 7−90] (not preserved), 4. Trinity church 1779 [42: 840−843] (preserved). 5. Jewish cemetery 1709 6. Roman catholic 
church of St. Cajetan, 1786 (preserved). 7. Synagogue of the 18th century (partly preserved) 8. Christ Ascension Church, 1700 
(not preserved) 9. Church of St. Nicholas the Wonderworker (former monastery) (not preserved) 10. Church of Our Lady’s 
Mantle 1780s (now in ruins). 11. Crossing of the Dnister.
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Conclusions

On the basis of the analysis of historical cartographic materials, published archival sources and rethinking the 
research of predecessors, it was possible to prove the location of Rashkiv at the foot of the ancient Lithuanian 
fortress Karavul at the beginning of the 15th century. Field surveys and a careful study of cartographic materi-
als allowed to spot the relics of the historical planning structure of the former town center and the suburbs of 
Rashkiv in the modern urban development situation. It was also possible to hypothetically outline the lost lines 
of fortifications, which surrounded the town center in the first stage, and included the suburbs in the second.  
The genesis of the town and the stages of the historical urban planning of Rashkiv in the period between the 
15th and the early 18th centuries was reconstructed. In addition to fortifications, other elements of the old town 
were localized, in particular, the lost sacral objects. 

The given hypotheses of the main periods of urban development provide the basis for further research, 
and the localization of lost defense and sacral buildings and structures is important for carrying out archae-
ological research. The materials of our research allow to supplement the lists of architectural, urban planning 
and archeological heritage. A further in-depth study of Rashkiv is needed to identify the remnants and de-
tailed localization of lost fortification structures, civilian and sacral buildings, namely, the monastery complex 
of St. Nicholas, the castle of Zamoyski, fortification ramparts with bastions, curtain walls and gates. We believe 
that supplementation of the list of the archaeological cultural heritage by finding foundations of churches, 
monasteries, stone cellars of market square buildings of the 16th-18th centuries is promising. We plan to devel-
op projects for their excavation, conservation and museumification, including the restoration marking of the 
lost buildings by landscaping and urban-designer means.
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